	
  

	
  

	
  

Nature’s Frozen Marvels
Designing an Interactive Traveling Museum Exhibit
ZOO 400: Zoology Capstone Seminar (3 credit hours)
Instructors: Richard Lee, Donald Kaufman, and Jon Costanzo
Meets on Tuesdays from 2:15 pm-5:00 pm
Are you interested in animals? Do you love natural history museums? Have you ever looked at an
exhibit in a nature center and thought, ‘I could create something like that’? Now’s your chance!

What’s this capstone seminar all about?
Students will design a traveling museum exhibit, Nature’s Frozen Marvels, to help
visitors learn about animal freeze tolerance, an adaptation shown by some insects,
amphibians, and reptiles. Freeze-tolerant animals can freeze solid in winter, then
thaw out in spring! (Want to learn more? Visit the web page of the Laboratory for
Ecophysiological Ecology, http://www.units.muohio.edu/cryolab)
Who’s eligible to take the course?
We’re looking for students from diverse disciplines, including—but not limited
to—Botany, Chemistry, Communication, Education, Engineering, English, Graphic
Design, Psychology, and Zoology.
What will it entail?
If you sign up for this capstone seminar, here’s what you’ll do:
• Explore the phenomenon of natural freeze tolerance and understand the science
behind it.
• Learn how to effectively communicate scientific information to general
audiences.
• Study the design elements of engaging and informative exhibits.
• Travel to area museums/nature centers to see, first-hand, effective exhibit
design.
• Working in a small group, design a prospectus for a traveling exhibit; it will
include recommendations on such things as exhibit materials, signage, graphics,
and special features.
• Present your prospectus to your classmates, instructors, and external museum
professionals.
How will the course be structured?
We’ll use an informal seminar format; you’ll prepare for class by reading selected
texts and other resources, researching relevant topics, discussing scientific
topics and design issues in class, and responding (in writing) to readings and class
discussions. You’ll also participate in at least two field trips. And finally, you’ll
have some time in class to work, in your small groups, on your prospectus.
How will students be graded?
You’ll be graded on your class participation and the work you contribute to the
group prospectus.
Anything else?
The course remains open until it is filled. Apply online at
http://www.units.muohio.edu/cryolab
Space is limited, so don’t be left out in the cold—apply now!

	
  

